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ment ; when asked privately whether George III could be blamed as " a 
German king, ' ' he replied, ' ' Any offenses of George III grew out of his 
attempt to become a good old-fashioned English king. ' ' 

In the hands of a teacher who appreciated, rather better than the 
editors do at times, his duty to the science of history, this little textbook 
in democracy would be found most useful. The section on ' ' Patriotism" 
is rich in glowing idealism and calls Kipling, Sir "Walter Scott, and Car- 
dinal Mercier to reinforce the American spokesmen ; fortunately the edi- 
tors are no party to a campaign of hate against Germany such as might 
come to embarrass the nation as much as they admit is the case of the 
traditional "twisting of the lion's tail." 

Thirty-first annual report of the bureau of American ethnology (Wash- 
ington: government printing office, 1916. 1037 p.) 

This ponderous volume is devoted to "Tsimshian mythology." It 
has nothing to do with the United States. If you wish to know 
who the Tsimshians are, any encyclopedia will tell you that they are a 
tribe or family of something less than five thousand souls, living on the 
coast of British Columbia, just below Alaska. The apparent reason for 
this attention to foreign tribes, when so many people want information 
about the Indians of the United States, is that Dr. Franz Boas, the 
ruling power of the bureau of ethnology, is interested in Tsimshians, 
and is the author of the "Mythology." 

Most of the learned volume is composed of ordinary Indian folk 
tales, many of them concerning "Txa'msem." Do not be alarmed. 
This is one of the simple names of this erudite work, not to be com- 
pared with "Hats !eks-n !e°x," or"Xbi-ye'lk,"or"Pda'lemhaha'yetsk," 
or "Ndze°dz-yu-wa-xsa'ntk," or others that make it interesting and 
readable. These are not efforts of a beginner on the typewriter, nor a 
list of Bolsheviki. They are triumphs of cubist phonetic art — verbal 
presentations of "The nude descending a staircase," as it were. 

They are printed in this way in order that you may know exactly 
how to pronounce them, and, in order to forestall mistake, the book 
furnishes an "alphabet." As applied to "Txa'msem," for example, 
the directions are as follows: 

"t, surd and fortis of d." 

"x velar spirant, like ch in German Bach." 

(a, no direction given). 

"m as in English." 

"s the tip of the tongue is turned up and touches the palate just 
behind the alveoli. The teeth are closed, and the air escapes 
laterally. The acoustic effect is intermediate between s and sh." 

"e obscure, weak e, as in flower." 
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Now that you are fully advised — all together — pronounce! 

It is to be regretted that the work of preserving the Indian languages 
of the United States, which Major Powell supposed he had inaugurated 
more than forty years ago, has reached this pass. That it has, is 
plainly due to the prevalence of German kultur in the work, with its 
devotion to phonetics and its neglect of really important features. 

No sane man will ever read this report in full. Possibly a sane man 
might start to read it, but if he persisted he would not be sane when 
he finished. Its only use will be to "fill a set." It is almost pathetic 
that funds intended for some practical benefit to the American people 
should be expended on such publications. 

J. P. Dunn 

State constitutions and the federal constitution and organic laws of the 
territories and other colonial dependencies of the United States of 
America. Compiled by Charles Kettleborough, Ph.D., director In- 
diana legislative and statistical bureau. (Indianapolis: B. F. 
Bowen and company, 1918. 1644 p.) 
As indicated by the title, this compilation contains the texts of the 
federal and state constitutions and also the organic acts relating to 
Alaska, the District of Columbia, Hawaii, Porto Rico, the Philippines, 
the Panama Canal zone, the Virgin islands, and the minor insular de- 
pendencies. The constitutions are given in the form in which they stand 
amended at the date of publication of this compilation. Where sections 
or articles have been added to the constitution since its original adoption, 
this fact is indicated. Also, where an article or section of the original 
constitution has been amended, pains have been taken to indicate the 
language of the original text as well as that of the amendment and also 
the date of the amendment. 

This compilation is a welcome addition to our apparatus for studying 
the constitutions in spite of the fact that we have Thorpe 's elaborate edi- 
tion of constitutions and organic laws issued in 1909 in seven volumes. 
This arises not only from the fact that much constitutional development 
has taken place in the last decade but also because the present work cor- 
rects many of the deficiencies in the earlier compilation. Those who are 
interested in the historical development of constitutions must use Thorpe 
with great caution in order to avoid being misled. Thus it is impossible 
to find in Thorpe the full text of the important original provision of the 
Ohio constitution of 1851 which introduced the general property tax 
into the constitution of that state for the first time. This provision, 
however, is correctly printed by Kettleborough in a footnote on page 
1080 of his collection. By relying on Thorpe, Holcombe, in his State 



